
A History of Tennis Court Development 
at St. James 
From its inception in the 1980s, St. James was envisioned by developer Homer Wright as more than 
a golf community. His vision was to create a retirement-focused, active lifestyle community where 
recreation, fitness, and neighborhood living were central to everyday life. The master plan called for 
multiple championship golf courses, each supported by its own clubhouse, fitness center, swimming 
pool, and tennis facilities. 

As the first homes were built in the early 1990s, St. James welcomed its first golf course, The 
Gauntlet, now known as The Founders Club. Alongside it were the community's first tennis courts—
two asphalt courts located adjacent to the current Tennis Center. Although they provided an important 
beginning for tennis at St. James, their north-south orientation was less than ideal, as players often 
contended with challenging sun glare during much of the year. 

The popularity of tennis grew steadily as the community expanded. In 1999, the opening of The 
Members Club and The Players Club marked another significant milestone. Each facility included two 
Har-Tru courts, introducing the clay-like playing surface that many members preferred and further 
establishing tennis as an important part of life at St. James. 

Recognizing the increasing demand, Troon, which had recently assumed management of The Clubs 
at St. James, expanded the Founders Club tennis complex in 2005 by constructing Courts 4 through 
6. Two years later, the original asphalt courts were replaced with three new Har-Tru courts, now 
designated as Courts 1 through 3. This project completed the six-court Founders Club Tennis Center 
that members enjoy today. 

As membership continued to grow, so did participation in tennis. Court usage reached levels that 
often made scheduling difficult, prompting the St. James Tennis Association (SJTA) to advocate for 
additional facilities. Their efforts culminated in 2014 with the development of three new Har-Tru courts 
adjacent to the Seaside Pool. 

The location held special significance for the tennis community. Before becoming home to the new 
courts, it had served as the site of several memorable fundraising events, including one attended by 
more than 450 members in support of assistant tennis professional Liz Beirne following her 
successful liver transplant. The generosity and spirit demonstrated at those events reflected the 
close-knit nature of the St. James tennis community. 

The addition of the three Seaside courts brought the total number of tennis courts throughout St. 
James to 13, ensuring that the facilities kept pace with the community's remarkable growth. More 
importantly, it represented another chapter in the ongoing commitment to providing exceptional tennis 
opportunities for generations of St. James members 

 


