
Jim Southall 
 
For Jim Southall, sports were never just a hobby - they were a way of life. From his earliest 

days, he was the kid with a ball in his hands, nurturing a deep love for baseball and basketball, 

that led to a long career as a physical education teacher in New York’s Hendrick Hudson 

School District. But it was tennis that became his true calling. For 16 summers, he served as 

Head Tennis Professional in Bronxville, NY, where his athletic talent and natural gift for 

teaching came together perfectly. 

Later in life, Jim embraced paddle tennis with the same competitive spirit. After retiring with his 

wife Carolyn, the couple settled in St. James in 2006, building lasting friendships. In 2023, they 

moved to Staunton, Virginia to be closer to family. 

A few years after arriving at St. James, Jim picked up a tennis racquet again -nearly 30 years 

after his last competitive match. A chance conversation with a new fellow resident, Jim 

embarked on a long period of competitive play. Playing in USTA Leagues, State Tournaments 

in Asheville, Wilmington, Chapel Hill, Greensboro, and Wilson, NC he uncovered his passion 

and became known locally as one of the smartest players in the area. Jim was victorious in the 

Men’s Club Championships, winning nine of the ten titles that he entered, becoming one of the 

most successful doubles players in St. James history. 

Jim’s comeback went far beyond those victories. He competed regularly on men’s and mixed 

teams, helping lead St. James to multiple North Carolina state championship appearances.  

Much more than his wins, Jim - affectionately known as “Gentleman Jim” - was admired for his 

character. Fiercely competitive yet unfailingly kind, he found as much joy in helping others 

improve as he did in victory. Whether offering tips, sharing practice sessions, or welcoming 

newcomers, he made everyone around him better. 

Jim’s true legacy lives in the friendships he forged, the confidence he inspired, and the 

sportsmanship he brought each and every time that he walked on the court. 

The St. James tennis community is stronger for having known him. Champions are 

remembered for what they win. Gentleman Jim will be remembered for something greater: the 

way he made everyone who shared the court with him love the game - and each other - a little 

more. 


