
Brian Preston 
 

Brian has been our ‘star’ tennis pro since 2000.  His stardom began while playing high 
school tennis in New Bern, NC and was recruited by UNCW where he played as a 
singles and doubles player. Lucky for us at St. James, Brian’s career choice was to be a 
teaching pro.  He honed his skills at Cape Fear Country Club, Figure Eight Country Club 
and Echo Farms Tennis Club.  
 
Since his arrival, Brian has contributed to everything “tennis” at St James:  court 
development, creating a pro shop, designing clinics, round robins, acquiring equipment, 
hosting pro events, kid’s programs, tournament play and the list goes on…everything 
tennis related has Brian’s signature. 
 
An exceptional talent of Brian’s and one that is often overlooked is his ability to hire and 
build a staff to serve the tennis needs of our community.  Chris Keilman is a perfect 
example; her willingness to help, her demeanor and diligence are qualities we see from 
the entire staff.  Brian and his staff are “people pleasers.” 
 
Brian’s contacts and friends on the professional circuit have entertained and coached 
many of us at St James.  Some professionals who visited are:  Tim Wilkison (1986 world 
ranking of 23; nicknamed ‘Dr. Dirt’), Luke and Murphy Jensen (1993 French Open 
Champions), Gigi Fernandez (won 17 major doubles titles, two Olympic gold medals) 
and Mats Wilander (won Australian Open three times, member of International Tennis 
Hall of Fame).  Today, we are often entertained watching competitive matches among 
friends of Brian who are tennis professionals at neighboring clubs. 
 
Brian’s involvement with SJTA began with the initial meeting exploring the idea of 
forming a tennis association. He continues to support the SJTA, attends all SJTA 
monthly meetings, and responds to SJTA requests.  Today, our tennis programs (clinics 
and tournaments) and tennis court maintenance improvements are examples of Brian’s 
willingness to listen and accept new ideas from the tennis community. 


