
Rod Payne 
 

Rod Payne played on over 30 St James teams in USTA competition starting in 2012. He 
was a member of multiple North Carolina State Championship teams honored by the 
plaques attached to the fence on Court #1. In 2021 Rod made the decision to become a 
team captain. His first team finished second in the 55+ Mixed Division that year. Rod 
recognized the arrival of new talent to St James and recruited the members of the 2022 
team that went undefeated in the South East Tennis division with a record of 14-0. That 
team went on to win the USTA North Carolina State Championship and the USTA 
Southern Sectional Championship held in Little Rock, Arkansas. The team then 
advanced to play in the USTA National Championship in 2022 finishing in 3rd place with 
a record of 5-1. Rod’s role as captain was essential to the creation of the team and its 
performance as a team. He managed every aspect of practices and matches while 
providing insightful coaching. Without Rod none of the success achieved would have 
occurred. Rod’s various Men’s and Mixed teams went on to win a total of five South 
East Tennis (SET) championships between 2021-2024. The success of these teams is a 
direct result of Rod’s pro-active leadership and support for his players. 


