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When Joe was growing up in Brooklyn, its population was about 2.5 million 
people.  There were a few private tennis clubs and about 100 public tennis 
courts.  When a youngster in Brooklyn selects what sports he wants to play, tennis is 
not likely to make the list.  Tennis did not make the list for Joe.  Joe played other sports 
and his experiences ultimately defined how he managed his teams at St James.   
 
Joe is often recognized for his recruiting efforts.  Captains would learn of a new player, 
and when they contacted them, they were disappointed when told, “I already signed up 
with Joe.”  However, there is a lot more than being an aggressive recruiter to 
understand Joe's success. 
 
Joe looked for players who show basic skills, patience, and the ability to learn from 
mistakes. He values players who treat wins and losses with an equal attitude, and who 
are always able to congratulate their partners and opponents with respect and humor.   
 
Is he successful?  Let the numbers define success.   As a captain since 2011, he has 
17 Southeastern Tennis titles and 7 State champion teams.  That’s quite an 
achievement! 
 
Practices were required if Joe was your captain.  The focus of these sessions was more 
about building team camaraderie and finding the best teammate combinations.   
Strategic and tactical thinking were important, but more important was building a team 
of players who cared for each other and a desire to improve one’s game. 
 
Joe Meissner and his wife Mary Lynn moved to St. James from Westfield NJ in 
2008.  Since then, Joe has been a fixture in the St. James tennis community.   As a 
player and USTA team captain, and a SJTA board member, he has been a major 
influence to the community and to the players on his teams with both his good humor 
and his positive attitude. Joe says, “We are surrounded by so much talent today, and I 
am constantly reminded of how lucky we are to share this small bit of paradise.” 
 


