Cheryl Matsche

Gary and Cheryl moved to their new home in St. James on April 15, 2005. Gary
continued to officiate softball and basketball in the surrounding counties. Cheryl was
ready to find a part-time job substitute teaching, but Jane Corrie’s suggestion to “just
play tennis” sounded like a great idea. Opportunities to play tennis were expanding
under the established St. James Tennis Association. Open tennis with Dennis Feltz
became a definite part of her weekly schedule. She visited the tennis shop, signed up
for lessons with Brian, and discovered there were USTA teams from St. James as well
as BCTA teams. It was exciting to live in such a vibrant tennis community. “Get in the
Game” was a definite theme for tennis living in St. James.

Off the courts, she served on the SJTA Board of Directors in 2007 and 2008, during
which time she ran the women’s round robin events. As SJTA membership increased,
three new Har-Tru courts were added at Founders Club, replacing the two hard courts
(thanks to Richard Trask’s design that showed it could be done). The first “Racquet
Relay” took place—a fundraising event proposed by John and Chris Keilman.

On the courts, Cheryl played tennis with Sylvia Hornick’s Mixed Doubles 6.0 team,
Karen Holbrook’s 2006 USTA Women’s Super Senior 3.0 State Champions team, and
Karen’s 2007 Women’s Senior 3.0 State Champions team that traveled to Mobile,
Alabama, to compete in the Southern Sectionals. In 2011, St. James won the bid to host
the North Carolina State Combo Tournament.

Cheryl was fortunate to captain the St. James Super Senior Combo team that won at
the local level and then at the State level. Our team was invited to compete in the nine-
state 2012 Sectionals in Mobile, Alabama. After losing their first match, the team
charged ahead to win the Super Sr. Women 7.5 Sectional Champions title. Team
members were Cheryl Matsche, Kathy Fowlkes, Margie Foote, Carol Scott, Pat
Stephenson, Suzanne Frakes, Karen McKinnon, Janice Ammann, Faye Curry, Ann
Perry, Jan Peiler, and Barbara McMichael.

Kevin O’Connor has said of those years:

“Cheryl has ALWAYS been there when our community has needed someone to step up.
Whether it meant volunteering to raise money for local schoolchildren, or captain a
USTA team, or join one of Janice Amman’s BCTA teams, or even in 2011 when she was
asked to step into the SJTA VP role due to the incumbent VP having to relocate due to
a health matter. With very little time to prepare, and during a period of time with a
number of changes occurring in the community, Cheryl was there to step up and take on



the role. Cheryl went on to become the SJTA President at a time that our tennis
community desperately needed her leadership.”

SJTA membership grew from 87 members in its first year to 327 in 2011. This is a
testament to the dedicated people who make up the SUTA membership, past and
present, and who share their time and talents to make St. James a great place to live
and play tennis.

“‘Appreciation is a wonderful thing. It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as
well.”

— Voltaire



