Sara & Blair Harmon

Sara and Blair Harmon have been an integral part of the growth and success of tennis at The Clubs at St. James
since the very beginning.

They purchased their lot in December 1998, moved into a rental home in August 1999, and settled into their
new home in June 2000. As luck would have it, their rental home backed up to Ray and Kathy Pace, allowing
them to quickly become immersed in the St. James tennis community.

During the formative years of the St. James Tennis Association (SJITA), Blair played a key leadership role. With
Marcia Beroset serving as the Association's first President, Blair accepted the position of Vice President but
wisely declined to automatically succeed her as President. That decision proved fortuitous, as he was

elected Mayor in 2001 and proudly served the Town of St. James for four years.

As the tennis program evolved, Gene Hornick emerged as another visionary leader, working tirelessly to
improve the club's facilities. When plans were proposed to scatter courts throughout the community rather than
create a centralized tennis complex, Blair became one of the strongest advocates for a unified facility. Drawing
upon the negotiation skills that earned him the DuPont nicknames of "The Negotiator" and, on occasion, "The
Agitator," he met repeatedly with Homer to champion a centralized tennis center that would support USTA
competition, tournaments, and the vibrant social atmosphere that has become a hallmark of St. James tennis.

Sara's contributions were equally significant. While serving as SJTA Secretary alongside President Gene
Hornick, she helped launch the first potluck social at the Harmons' home, creating an opportunity for both
players and non-playing spouses to build lasting friendships. The event was such a success that it became a
cherished tradition.

For several years, Sara, Gene Hornick, and Dick Powell also organized and taught the popular "Back to
Tennis" program at Members Courts. Offered free of charge, the program welcomed beginners and returning
players back to the game and played an important role in growing the St. James tennis community.

Reflecting on those early years, Sara noted that while only a few names have been mentioned, countless
members stepped forward with their time, talents, and enthusiasm. Together, they helped create what many
believe is the finest tennis program in Brunswick County.

As Kevin O'Connor fondly recalls:

"Blair Harmon was such a fine gentleman that he would frequently offer to travel to Varnamtown to
pick up fresh shrimp for us."

The legacy of Sara and Blair Harmon extends far beyond the tennis courts. Their leadership, generosity,
hospitality, and unwavering commitment helped shape the culture of St. James tennis and laid the foundation
for the thriving community that continues to flourish today.



