
​Marcia Beroset​

​Marcia, our “First Lady” of tennis, and her husband, John, moved to our community in​

​1995.  This vivacious, energetic woman, at the center of everything ‘tennis’ during the​

​development of tennis at St James, was the first president of the SJTA (2002).  But long​

​before that, she was instrumental in recruiting people to play, organizing matches, and​

​making tennis ‘fun’.  Win or lose (which I suspect wasn’t often) she always smiled.  She​

​enjoyed the game. ​

​There were not many tennis players living in St James during the 90’s, so Marcia​

​recruited from the surrounding communities to establish some teams.  In 1997, St.​

​James hosted an informal tennis tournament on the Gauntlet (now Founders) courts.  At​

​this time St James had about 30 players, mostly women, and they wanted to improve​

​their game.  Again, Marcia rose to the challenge and worked with Dave Kjome to hire​

​Rod Badash, a teaching pro at Echo Farms, to spend some time each week at St​

​James to host clinics and develop a formal tennis program with the help of a tennis​

​committee hosted by Marcia.​

​In 2001, this tennis committee met to discuss the possibility of a tennis association.  In​

​attendance were Marcia, Blair Harmon, Dave Denney, Dick Feragne, Dick Powell and​

​Brian Preston.  A survey was conducted of approximately 40 frequent players and the​

​top two requests were forming an association and getting clay courts. ​

​The association was formed shortly after with Marcia as its leader.  Other Board​

​members were:  Blair Harmon, Dave Denney, Dick Powell, Dick Feragne, Bruce Corrie,​

​Barbara McMichael, Martha Reese, Gene Hornick and Lynn Callis.​

​These pioneers of tennis at Saint James established the foundation of our tennis​

​community. ​



​Today, Marcia lives in Southport and remains active in her church, volunteers at Dosher​

​Memorial Hospital and plays table tennis at the community center.  If you’re in​

​downtown Southport and see a pink golf cart and the driver has a big smile, please say​

​hello – it’s probably Marcia.​


