John Beroset

In 1999, St James management announced plans to construct additional asphalt courts
at the Members Club. Most of the tennis players strongly supported construction of
“soft” courts, but the maintenance costs and maintenance down time for contemporary

soft court construction was much higher than “hard” (asphalt) courts.

John Beroset, a retired engineer, researched the situation and various soft court
construction options. He found a recently developed soft court construction method that
was bottom-watered. The experience of tennis clubs who had installed courts
constructed using this method resulted in maintenance costs that approached that of
asphalt courts.

John wrote a letter to Dave Kjome reporting the results and supporting data with the
recommendation to build all future courts with this new soft court method. The letter
was approved by Dave and forwarded to the developer of St. James (Homer Wright).
The recommendation was adopted and from that day forward, all courts at St. James

were constructed with a Har-Tru surface and a bottom-watering system.



