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Little did 12-year-old Debbie Bailey realize when she started playing tennis with her best 
friend just to get out of the house, that tennis would end up playing such a prominent 
role in her life. She had started playing in USTA adult leagues in the early 1980s, so it 
was only natural that access to USTA leagues was a big consideration in figuring out 
where to move after retirement. Before she and her husband, Dave purchased a lot in 
St James in 2005, Debbie checked the USTA website to see how much league activity 
there was. It didn’t take long after they moved to St James in 2011 for Debbie to get 
involved in the tennis community, playing in social groups and on teams. She has 
enjoyed playing in many SJTA events like the team tournaments and member-guest 
tournaments. She also won the Ladies’ Member-Guest tournament in 2014. Besides 
playing on various USTA and BCTA teams over the years, she has also captained 
several teams and is currently co-captaining a BCTA team. Taking her Virginia Tech 
motto, Ut Prosim—that I may serve, to heart, it didn’t take her long to volunteer to serve 
on the St James Tennis Association board. She started as the secretary in 2013, then 
moved over to internal communications in 2014-2015, and returned after a one-year 
break to serve as vice-president/president in 2017-2018. One of the interesting issues 
that the 2017 SJTA board had to wrestle with was where pickleball fit in. After the board 
decided that the SJTA should stick to just tennis, Debbie and SJTA president Ihor Zyga 
met with several of the pickleball players to lay the foundation for the St James 
Pickleball Association. 


