
Rod Badash 
 

In 1999, a letter was sent to St. James from Echo Farms Tennis Club in Wilmington 

inviting St. James players to participate in a women’s tennis tournament that was a 

fund-raising event.  Marcia Beroset, Kathy Pace and Lynn Callis went to play. 

While at the tournament, Marcia met Echo Farms tennis professional Rod Badash.  She 

informed Rod about the tennis group at St. James planning to have a charitable tennis 

tournament and mentioned that there was no tennis professional at St. James.  Rod 

offered to come to St. James to run the tournament, which he did.  The event was 

successful and the interest and excitement about having a tennis professional at St. 

James grew among St. James players. 

Rod continued to come to St. James from time to time to help.  Other tennis 

professionals from Echo Farms also helped with program development and lessons at 

St. James. 

Finally, in 2000, Rod arranged for Brian Preston to come to St. James as our part-time 

tennis professional, thus beginning our 25 years plus relationship with Brian. 

Rod’s credentials affirm why St. James was lucky to have his support.  His 

accomplishments include 2008 North Carolina Tennis Pro of the Year, 3-time Greater 

Wilmington Tennis Association Pro of the Year, 2-time USTA Men’s League State 

Champion, Division I college athlete at Rutgers University, and a lead instructor at Nick 

Bollettieri Tennis Academy. 


