In 2022, St. James achieved what is currently the high point for our competitive
tennis community. That spring, Captain Rod Payne assembled a formidable group
of men to play USTA 55+ 3.5 tennis. On the roster were: Fred Broyles, Dave
Filios, Dan Hicks, Mike Holstein, Jerry Klawitter, Chris Mayer, Gary Milner, Mike
Osborn, Jim Parker, Dave Portney, Tee Tillman, and Ted Wesson. Rod had high
aspirations from the start, stating that with a mix of talent, grit and good fortune,
the team could go far.

The team began with an undefeated season, 14-0, in SET. The team lost only 6
courts across those 14 matches. It’s worth noting that the second place team in
the league that season also came from St. James.

Having qualified for the NC state tournament in Asheville, the team went in with
high expectations. However in pool play, the team ended up tied for second and
needing to be better on tiebreakers to qualify for the championship round. It was
here that good fortune smiled upon St. James: both second place teams lost 5
courts and both lost 11 sets. But St. James only lost 100 games versus 102 for the
other team. By a margin of two games, St. James qualified for the championship.
In that championship match, St. James swept their opponent and qualified for the
Southern Sectional championships.

In September, the team went to Little Rock, Arkansas to take on 9 other teams
from the southeastern US for sectionals. Due to various reasons, the team only
had 6 players available to play 5 matches in 3 days on hard courts. Those players
have henceforth referred to themselves as the ‘Iron Six’. St. James went
undefeated in their 4 pool matches. The championship round was when ‘grit’
became a deciding factor. Playing a strong team from just outside of Atlanta, the
team quickly lost its first court in straight sets. At the same time, the other two
courts both lost their first sets and were down in the second sets. But both courts
dug deep and battled back to take the second sets. They then continued their
stellar play and won both 3™ set tiebreakers, thus qualifying the team for the
National Championships.

That October, St. James played in the National Championships in Orlando Florida
at the National Tennis Center. We were one of 17 teams playing for the national



championship. At the championship, all 3 key attributes (talent, grit, and good
fortune) came to the forefront. With a fortunate draw, the team went 4-0 in pool
play in the first two days. A number of players had been injured over the course
of the long season to the point that the third court in each match consisted of
players ‘gritting’ it out despite their injuries. Many bags of ice were used between
matches. St.James was the 4t seed in the semifinals and drew the eventual
champion from Southern California. After losing that morning match, the team
won the consolation match in the afternoon against New England. St. James
finished the season in 3™ place in the country out of the 738 teams that started
the season that spring.
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L to R: Jim Parker, Jerry Klawitter, Chris Mayer, Tee Tillman, Captain Rod Payne,
Gary Milner, Dan Hicks, Ted Wesson, and Mike Holstein. Not pictured: Fred
Broyles, Dave Filios, Mike Osborn, and Dave Portney.



